
Middle schoolers learn evacuation drill
WILSON A. RIVERA
Monitor Staff

Soldiers aren’t the only ones who
conducty scenario-based safety train-
ing to prepare for the real thing.

More than 800 Bassett Middle
School students participated in a mock
drill Friday in front of the school, dur-

ing which they learned to exit a school
bus in an orderly fashion in case of an
emergency. 

“There isn’t anything like hands-on
training,” said Staff Sgt. Christopher
Gay, a student at the Basic
Noncommisioned Officers’ Course at
the NCO Academy here, who helped
with the execution of the drill. 

Sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade
students watched an instructional
video, The Safest Way Out –
Emergency School Bus Evacuation to
capture the visual aspects of what to
do if an emergency occurs. Students
then moved to buses outside to prac-
tice what they had just seen. BNCOC
Soldiers interacted with students
boarding the buses and demonstrated
where the exits were located. 

As students boarded the buses,
Soldiers took positions near the rear-
door exit, window exits, roof latches
and the front door. Bus drivers identi-
fied where fire extinguishers, radios
and release switches for the front
doors were located. 

The best way off a bus during an
emergency is through the front door,
according to the instructional video.   

In an accident or emergency, the
bus driver calls the dispatch and hangs
the radio’s microphone out the win-
dow so it can be used from outside the
bus. Student leaders assist others off
the bus and escort them toward a ral-
lying point while, one by one, students

empty out the bus alternating row by
row. If it is unsafe in the forward com-
partment of the bus or if the bus is on
its side, students can exit through  the
rear door or use the emergency latch-
es in the roof of the bus.  

The idea for the drill came about
because the BNCOC class wanted to
assist a local school with some sort of
project, said Staff Sgt. Katina N.

Fults, BNCOC small group leader
instructor. 

Following the drill, Soldiers helped
students with work assignments and
ate lunch with them. 

“It’s a good way to give back to the
community, since they do so much for
us,” said Staff Sgt. Quavise Cherry,
BNCOC Soldier.

Buses line the front of Basset Middle School where students prepared to
train on exiting a bus in an emergency situation.

PHOTOS BY WILSON A. RIVERA

Staff Sgts. Christopher Gay and Quavise Cherry open the roof latches that are used in an emergency where the bus is on its side. 

Staff Sgt. Jared English demon-
strates the procedure to follow if a
rear-door exit is used during an
emergency.
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CARE provides IN-HOME PERSONAL
ASSISTANTS SERVICES for individuals
who are not able to fully care for themselves.

Services offered by CARE are:

• Personal Assistance
Bathing, Dressing, Escort, Shopping, Laundry, Meal
Preparation, Light Housekeeping

• Skilled Assistance
Nursing Care, Physical Therapy, Minor Home
Modifications, Medical Supplies, Adaptive Aids,
Respite Care, Occupational Therapy, Speech
Therapy

• Private Duty
Includes all of the above, plus Companions and
Transportation

CARE is Actively Seeking Dedicated Staff

Scott
CONTRACTING

Are Your Energy Bills 
Going Through the Roof?

Call Scott Contracting...
The Energy Saving

Experts!

Complete 
Heating 
and Cooling
Service

Complete 
Heating 
and Cooling
Service Scott

CONTRACTING

915-595-4529

BLOWN
INSULATION

• Attic & Walls
Ask About Our Method For Insulating

Through Brick Walls

• ROOFING • DRYWALL •• ROOFING • DRYWALL •
Call for 
your Free 
In-Home 
or Business
Estimate

Call for 
your Free 
In-Home 
or Business
Estimate

Soldiers compete in Call of Duty 4 tournament
VIRGINIA REZA
Monitor Staff 

Soldiers of the Transition Battalion
tested their coordination skills Thursday
during a Call of Duty 4 tournament,
sponsored by Morale, Welfare and
Recreation and held in Bldg. 2445. 

Spc. Ernesto Cabrera from the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, cur-
rently assigned to WTB, won first place.
Cabrera was wounded in the left shoul-
der while pulling security in Iraq. He
plays Call of Duty 4 on a daily basis,
which upsets his wife, but he says con-
centrating on the game keeps his mind
clear of other things and, although the
game sometimes reminds him of being
deployed, he thinks it is the best game in
the market. 

“Some of my buddies I work with and
play with online are actually amazed at
some of the weapons systems and scenes
in the video that are so realistic,” Cabrera
said. “I would have to say (Call of Duty
4) is the most lifelike one out there, and
without a doubt the best one.”  

Pfc. Doug Clive, who had never
played the game before, said, “I stink at
it, but I’m going to enter the contest;
might as well have some fun while I’m
here.”

Cabrera won a $50 gift card, Pfc.
Carlton Johnson, second-place winner,
received a $40 gift card and Cpl. Michael
Ledford took third place and was award-
ed a $35 gift card. The fourth-place win-
ner, Clive, won a $25 gift card. All of the
participants are assigned to the WTB.  

“We hope they enjoy the tournament,”
said Ruben Gonzalez, recreation assis-
tant for MWR. “We are hoping to have
more in the future. This tournament is
just a little something to show our appre-
ciation.”  

Nintendo Wii and Xbox 360 games
were also set up for those who did not
wish to compete in the tournament. 

“I was hoping my wife had come
along, so she could actually see how well
we get treated here,” Cabrera said.  “Not
so much for myself, because I live off
post, but for the others who live here.” 

VIRGINIA REZA

Spc. Ernesto Cabrera from the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, cur-
rently assigned to WTB, practices before the Call of Duty 4 tournament
Thursday in Bldg. 2445.  

11410 Montana Ave. • Between George Dieter & Lee Blvd. • 849-7555
Mon.-Wed. 2pm-2am; Thurs.-Sun. 11am-2am

FRIDAY
COLORES (TEX MEX) & 

MACHINE GUN KELLEY (CLASSIC ROCK)

SATURDAY
MAN JELLY

SUNDAY
MARIACHI

LOS GALLEROS 6PM-8PM
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MUGGS

GOOD FRIENDS • GOOD TIMES

La Moda Fashions
Women’s & Men’s Clothing

Dancing 
Clothes

Hip Hop
Handbags
Accessories
Lingerie

Church Suits
& Hats

10%
Military
Discount

Sunrise Shopping Center

8500 Dyer #20
Mon.-Sat. 10-7; Sun. 11-5

751-6414
757-1311

Previously at

Discount M
all

X-treme Braids Plus

Cathy Smith 490-0080
4017 FORT BLVD.

Show Yourself Some Love...

$10 Off 
Hair Extensions

For the Month of February
(With this ad)

 

          



AIRPORT SELF STORAGE

Warehouse Space
5x10 10x15 15x20
5x15 10x20 20x30

10x10 10x30 30x30
40x30

• Ideal for Household Goods
and Document Storage

• 24 Hour Access
• 24 Hour Video Surveillance
• Convenient Location

Call Today

772-2083

7606 Boeing
Suite J

Military Discount 
w/ID Active/Retired

Stay healthy by staying in bounds
CHAPLAIN (MAJ.) GABE COTTON
WBAMC

Two weeks ago my sons took me to a
high school basketball game while I was
visiting them in Mississippi. We went to
watch the intense rivalry between the
Lafayette County Commodores and the
Oxford Chargers. 

Every time a team scored, their side
of the bleachers went nuts. People
jumped up stomping, dancing, singing
and laughing at the other team and
pointing at them. I watched some
tremendous plays and some equally big
turnovers. Sometimes the ball was
turned over simply because a player
didn’t watch the boundary. 

In a basketball or football game, play
stops when the participants step out of
bounds. Sometimes the pass that
worked so well in practice misses its
mark. When the pass slips off a player’s
fingers and spirals out of control over
the boundary line, it is devastating. In
football you can be wide open on the
two-yard line, and the tremendous leap
to get airborne and miraculously snatch
the ball out of midair is worthless when
one foot barely touches out of bounds
during the landing. Missing the oppor-
tunity to score is frustrating, but bound-
aries have a purpose. They protect fair
play. 

We have boundaries in our relation-
ships as well. Play stops when we step
out of bounds. Whenever we have an
argument, we appeal to a standard or
rule of fair play. We want wrongs to be
made right. In the Bible we read about a
series of covenants, which began with
the one God initiated with Adam and
Eve. One covenant sticks out in my
mind and is especially important for this
discussion. The covenant between Jacob
and his father-in-law, Laban, in Genesis
31, is significant because it was sealed
with an altar that marked a physical
boundary. There would be conse-
quences if either party to the covenant
crossed the boundary to harm the other. 

Boundaries ensure the peace and
safety healthy relationships need. In
Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis wrote
about a moral law he also referred to as
the “Law of Decency.” He said we have
a herd instinct that stimulates us to
respect the boundaries of others and “do
no harm.” We also have a basic instinct
of self-protection that stimulates us to
do what is best for us. At times it is
appropriate for the moral impulse to
overrule the self-protective instinct so
that we do what is best for others.
Christians identify this instinct as the
work, or conviction, of the Holy Spirit.
We need to have boundaries to know

how to govern our behavior.
God set the ancient boundaries for

relationships when he gave us the Ten
Commandments, which teach us how to
treat God, how to care for ourselves and
how to care for others. These relational
boundaries keep us emotionally and
spiritually healthy. In Boundary Power,
written by Mike O’Neil and Charles
Newbold, we read that boundaries help
us identify the difference between safe
and unsafe people. They also help us
understand the difference between
appropriate and inappropriate interac-
tion in every situation and in each
unique relationship. We have relational,
sexual, physical, emotional and spiritual
boundaries. 

In the Army, we cannot commit adul-
tery with the spouse of another Soldier.
We can’t sexually harass co-workers.
We cannot cause physical harm to any-
one at work or in our own homes. This
is assault and domestic violence.
Superior officers and noncommissioned
officers cannot violate the public trust
by using their authority to coerce
Soldiers to act against their will and
conscience, especially when it is outside
their scope of authority to do so. This is
abuse of power. The Army protects
these boundaries. The Bible also teach-
es us that husbands shouldn’t violate the

boundaries of wives and vice versa.
Parents shouldn’t violate the boundaries
of children and children should respect
parents’ boundaries. 

Sometimes we can feel uncomfort-
able asking someone else not to tread on
us by violating our boundaries. If we
cannot ask people to treat us fairly, it
means we are unhealthy. Years of
manipulation can teach us to deny all of
our self-protective instincts and make us
vulnerable to unsafe people. Unsafe
people do not understand boundaries
and are equally unhealthy. We may not
understand what boundaries are all
about, but our common sense tells us we
are being mistreated. 

Often we don’t know what to do
about this mistreatment and may feel
guilty for bringing it up. We can hold
our frustration in for so long that we
emotionally explode and burn bridges
that are difficult to repair. There are
ways to protect boundaries and facilitate
growth and respect in relationships.

So build bridges. Remember the
boundaries God gave us. Stay in play.
Keep your eyes on the boundaries. Keep
“both feet in.” And when the boundaries
get fuzzy, see your chaplain. 
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This Valentine’s Day, let Chase Suites hotel
do all the work and...

“Make It Memorable!”
Choose From 3 Packages. All Packages Include:

1 Night Stay at Chase Suites
Wood Burning Fireplace • Hot Breakfast

Late Check Out of 2 PM

All packages must be pre-paid 24 hours in advance. 
Chase Suites Hotel by Woodfin: 6791 Montana, (915) 772-8000

Offer good all February.

“Hugs 
& Kisses”

$99.00

Champagne 
& Glasses

Hershey Kisses

6791 MONTANA • 772-8000
www.woodfinsuitehotels.com

“The Chase
Embrace”

$179.00

Dozen Roses
Champagne 
& Glasses
Gift Basket
(Chocolates

& Bath Accents)

“Make Your
Heart Race 
at Chase”

$159.00

1/2 Dozen Roses
Champagne 
& Glasses
Gift Basket
(Chocolates

& Bath Accents)

by Woodfin

Welcome to El Paso!

Caring for your smile
General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry • Orthodontics • Periodontics

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

GGEENNEERRAALL DDEENNTTIISSTTRRYY 
AANNDD OORRTTHHOODDOONNTTIICCSS

TRANSFER CASES WELCOME!

“I’ve always 
wanted straighter and 

whiter teeth!”

55666655 TTrraannssmmoouunnttaaiinn      775511--77777799
PPaattrriicckk MMiittcchheellll,, DD..DD..SS..

We are now a “latex-free” office Office Hours: 9a.m. - 5p.m.

Move Beyond the Ordinary...

FirstLight Federal Credit Union is seeking enthusiastic and
motivated individuals!!! We offer a comprehensive benefits pack-
age, tuition reimbursement, 401(k) and paid holidays.

We are looking for qualified applicants to fill the following positions:

Tellers – 6 months customer service experience
Member Service Reps – 6 months sales experience in customer

service environment
Telephone Service Reps – 6 months sales experience in cus-

tomer service environment

Qualifications also include being able to pass credit and back-
ground checks.

Visit us at:
http://new.firstlightfcu.org/job.sstg

FirstLight is an EOE

      



Life is unpredictable, and sometimes it can leave you
feeling exhausted, barren, and thirsty - inside. This
isn’t the kind of “thirst” that a tall glass of water or
a good night’s sleep can fix. It runs deeper than that.

Sunday Worship & Period “A” Bible Study 9:15am

Sunday Worship & Period “B” Bible Study 10:30am

Sunday evening service 6:00pm

Wednesday evening service 7:00pm

Pastor 
Bill Mitchell and
his wife, Sheri

4710 Hercules Ave. • El Paso, TX 79904
915-755-0400

In His Steps television - Mondays at 7:30pm on cable 
channel 16 or El Paso channel 38

In His Steps Radio - 10:00am on Sundays on AM1590

We all need the kind of spiritual refreshment
and strength of heart that only God can give. If
you’re finding that external solutions are not
meeting the deepest needs of

your life, then be refreshed - truly refreshed - at Hillcrest
Baptist this Sunday!

hillcrestbaptist.cc

Skyline Baptist Church
10061 Rushing Rd., El Paso, TX • 755-0777
(Between Transmountain and Fairbanks and across from EP Fitness)

“Your church home in Northeast El Paso”
Sunday Fellowship9:15 a.m. Sunday School for All9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.
www.sbcelpaso.org • skyline@sbcelpaso.org

PLACES OF WORSHIP

FOSTER
PARENTS
NEEDED 

to provide a loving home for
children who have been 

abused or neglected.

A World For
Children
781-3330

or 227-4698

For information contact Trisha Thornton

Antioch Baptist Church
“To be the people of God, on mission with God”

Sunday School: 9:30am
Worship Service: 11am
Prayer & Bible Study: Wednesday 7pm

526-2409
9350 DYER, STE. K

I-10 East or West: Take Hwy 54, Exit right on Diana, 
Left on Dyer, Right on Wren North Park Shopping Mall

Pastor Larry Johnson &
Evangelist Marilyn Johnson

Park Hills Christian Church
5701 Alabama Street El Paso, TX 79904 

www.parkhillschurch.org

Office (915) 566-1771 
Pastor (915) 494-3148 
Wally Chapman 

Sunday School    -  9:45am 
Sunday Worship  -  10:50am 
Celebrate Recovery Wed  -  6:58pm 

NearFort Bliss

Park Hills Christian Church is a Bible based independent Non-Denominational 
church located in El Paso, Texas.
In addition to our weekly church services, we offer educational classes, support 
groups, youth groups and ministries that extend into Mexico.

Southern Baptist Convention

APOLLO HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School for all ages – 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship – 10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night RA, GA & Youth Group

Prayer & Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

www.apolloheightsbaptistchurch.org

10450 Kenworthy & Salem    821-7352

A Family That Cares

HOLY LIGHT
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

5928 Trowbridge Drive • El Paso, TX 79905

SUNDAY
9:00 am Morning Worship

10:15 am Sunday School
11:30 am Mid-Day Service

TUESDAY

BISHOP J.O. LAWSON, Ph.D.
Pastor-Holy Light COGIC
Prelate-Texas Western

Jurisdiction
Church of God in Christ

7:30 pm Prayer & Bible Study

778-1749
Fax: 915.775.1961 Website:holylightcogic.com

For This Age,
JESUS is GOD’s

Only SALVATION PLAN

I Love the house where You Live, O Lord, the place where Your glory Dwells. Ps. 26:8

Family Worship Service Sunday, 10:30am

Children’s Sunday School & Adult Bible Study Sunday, 9:30am

9301 DIANA DRIVE     755-1322
El Paso, TX 79924                              LCMS

www.gracelcmsep.com

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

FRIDAY
Prayer 7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood/ 7:30 p.m.
Youth Night

TUESDAY
Bible Band 6:45 p.m.
Home and Foreign 7:30 p.m.
Mission
Pastoral Teaching 8:15 p.m.

Pastor Eugene & Missionary Edwina Moore
Office: 915.566.6437 • Home: 915.593.2778 • Cell: 915.667.2606

Texas Western Jurisdictional “AIM” Coordinator • President Jurisdictional YPWW

“Hear the 
Word & Live”

4332 East Missouri Avenue • El Paso

Protestant Worship Services
Center Chapel One (Bldg. 315)
Protestant Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 a.m.
Center Chapel Three (Bldg. 1441)
Latter Day Saints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:30 p.m.
Center Chapel Four (Bldg. 2498)
H.O.P.E. Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Center Chapel Five (Bldg. 5312)
German Protestant Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 a.m.
Sage Hall (Bldg. 311)
Centurion Gospel Serivce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:45 a.m.
Biggs Airfield Chapel (Bldg. 11275) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 a.m.
WBAMC Hospital Chapel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 a.m.
The Rock (Bldg. 195)
“Chapel With A Beat!!!” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:30 a.m.
McGregor Range Chapel
Sunday Protestant Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 p.m.
Sunday Latter Day Saints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Protestant Religious Activities
Sunday
Children’s Church, CC1 (Bldg. 449) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:15 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, CC1 (Bldg. 451) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:15 a.m.
Sunday School, Hope (Bldg. 2498) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Biggs Chapel Annex. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Monday
Handbell Choir, Bldg. 444 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Tuesday
Adult Bible Study, CC1 (Bldg. 449) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Navigator Bible Study, Hope (Bldg. 2498). . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Single Soldier Bible Study, Hope (Bldg. 2498) . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Sage Hall (Bldg. 331) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Adult Choir Rehearsal, CC1 (Bldg. 440). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Children’s/Teen Choir, Sage Hall (Bldg. 331) . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
PWOC, CC1 (Bldg. 449) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Biggs Chapel Annex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
LDS Bible Study, CC3 (Bldg. 1441). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Thursday
Worship Band Rehearsal, Hope (Bldg. 2498) . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Bible Study, Sage Hall (Bldg. 331) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Biggs Chapel (Bldg. 11275) . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Saturday
1st Sat PMOC Bible Study, CC1 (Bldg. 440) . . . . . . . . . . . 8 a.m.
Battle Cry Youth Group
Sunday, Youth Center (Bldg. 195) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 to 6 p.m.
Thursday, Biggs Chapel Annex . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Friday Home School Edition, YC (Bldg. 195) 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Catholic Worship Services
Saturday
Center Chapel 2 (Bldg. 1542)
Confession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 p.m.
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 p.m.
Sunday
Center Chapel 2 (Bldg. 1542)
Sunday  Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Holy Day Of Obligation Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Center Chapel 1 (Bldg. 315)
Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:35 a.m.
Holy Day Of Obligation Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:35 a.m.
WBAMC Catholic Services
Saturday
Hospital Chapel Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 p.m.

Sunday 
Hospital Chapel Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
German Catholic Services
Sunday
Chapel 5, Robert E. Lee Road (Bldg. 5312). . . . . . . . . 10:30 a.m.
McGregor Range Catholic Services
Saturday Catholic Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 p.m.
Catholic Religious Activities
Sunday
Religious Formation, CC1 (Bldg. 449) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
RCIA, Bldg. 451 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study, Bldg. 442. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Adult Confirmation, Bldg. 451 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
Liturgy Of The Word/Child., CC2 (Bldg. 1542) . . . . . . . 11:30 a.m.
Monday
Catholic Mass Choir Reh., CC2 (Bldg. 1542) . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Catholic Mass Choir Rehearsal, CC2 (Bldg. 1542) . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Friday 
MCCW, CC1 (Bldg. 449) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Saturday
Catholic Mass Choir Rehearsal, CC2 (Bldg. 1542) . . . . . . 10 a.m.
Islamic and Jewish Services
Jummuh (Islamic Service) 
Friday, Bldg. 442. . . . . . . . . . . 12:30 p.m. (MST), 1:30 p.m. (DST)
Ta’aleem (Islamic Teaching)
Tuesday, Bldg. 442 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.
Jewish Service
Friday, Center Chapel Three (Bldg. 1441) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 p.m.
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An ACSI Member School

“Educating for Eternity”
• A BEKA Curriculum
• Bible Instruction
• Character Training
• State-of-the-Art

Computer Lab
• Drama/Dance/Art/Choir
• Physical Fitness/Athletics
• SAT Results In

National Top 10%
• Small Classes/Individual Attention

Transportation & Daycare

(915) 584-2561
4539 EMORY RD.

www.cfcsonline.org

Serving
El Paso

for
27 Years

Ages
3 Years

to
8th 

Grade

NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATION
FOR THE 2008/9 YEAR

There Will Be Blood strikes cinematic black gold 
DUSTIN PERRY
Editor

The first 15 minutes of There Will Be
Blood, director Paul Thomas
Anderson’s haunting new masterpiece
of a film, crawl by without even a single
word. In a dark and cramped mine sev-
eral feet underground, a man doggedly
chips away at a chunk of ore and spits
on several pieces in hopes of seeing the
glimmer of precious metal shine
through. Quite by accident, he eventual-
ly does hit pay dirt, but in the form of an
expensive black puddle that begins to
seep from the ground. It’s a fantastic
sequence, and it sets the stage for a mes-
merizing three-hour ride that will stay
with you days after you watch it.  

The man is Daniel Plainview (played
with Oscar-deserving ferocity by Daniel
Day-Lewis), and his story kicks into
gear after he has become fairly success-
ful in the oil racket. He makes contracts
with simple townsfolk to drill the veins

of their land with grand promises of
untold wealth and prosperity for them,
but to call him a deceitful businessman
would be a grand understatement. His
adopted son H.W., whom he calls his
“business partner,” gives him the fami-
ly-man persona he needs to win over
even the most skeptical farmer.

Plainview gets a tip to visit the small
town of Little Boston and discovers
rivers of black gold are flowing beneath
the ground, unbeknownst to the town’s
residents. He quickly jumps on the
opportunity to make some serious
money from this group of naïve small-
timers. Within this simple plot thread
lies an achingly complex study of one
man’s meteoric rise to the height of
power and his just-as-quick descent into
the darkest pits of humanity, where
money and mansions are no comfort for
loneliness and lunacy.

Conflict for Plainview comes in the
form of Paul Sunday, the town’s pastor,

played with manic evangeli-
calism by Paul Dano (Little
Miss Sunshine). Each man
immediately sees the other for
what they really are –
Plainview a self-centered and
dishonest shyster, and Sunday
a fanatic who employs “faith
healing” and over-the-top ser-
mons to keep the people’s alle-
giance to the church. Their
rivalry carries on throughout
the movie, first with tiny psychological
jabs at each other’s pride and then with
increasingly savage acts of violence and
betrayal. It is fascinating to watch,
mainly because you don’t really know
what you’re watching. If both men are
doomed souls – and make no mistake
about it, they are – and yet their inten-
tions are at least somewhat fueled by
honesty and a need to survive, who do
you root for?

More than likely, Plainview will end

up winning you over, and
he’ll do it the same way he
does to the characters in the
movie: with smooth talk, a
smile he must have swiped
from the devil, and just a
splash of insane genius to
make you hear exactly what
he wants. Day-Lewis posi-
tively owns this role, and he
quashes any doubt you may
have that he can’t end There

Will Be Blood’s fantastic buildup with a
satisfying conclusion that will leave you
breathless. In a very Kubrick-ian locale,
Plainview has his showdown with
Sunday, during which he wins the final
battle but loses a much bigger war.
Delivering it with the perfect mix of
both hopelessness and accomplishment,
Day-Lewis brings to a close one of his-
tory’s bleakest and most harrowing cin-
ematic journeys with his final line: “I’m
finished!”
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A MOTHER’S BLESSING
CHRISTIAN DAYCARE AND SCHOOL
3389 Wedgewood Drive

(915) 590-4606
Open 6:30am-7:30pm

• Children ages 18 months through 13 years
• Small Pre-K, Kindergarten First & Second grade classes offered
• Before and After School Pick Up (Eastside)
• We use up to date teaching materials from A-Beka Book

with strong emphasis on reading, phonics and character building
• Children’s Bible Lessons
• CLOSE TO FT. BLISS
• Breakfast, lunch and 2 snacks are provided
• Qualified loving staff with years of experience
• CCS, PIC and all other government funded programs
• MILITARY DISCOUNTS

We are currently enrolling
children now.

We place emphasis on
academics and make

learning fun.

“And a little child shall
lead them... Isaiah 11.6”

“He who takes a child
by the hand, takes a
Mother by the heart”

LINDA HOLZER, RMP • NAT HOLZER, RMP

Texas & N.M. Licensed

We do the searching so you 
don’t have to...

Call us today...

915-581-4900
5400 N. Mesa, Suite D
Fax 915-581-1026

www.rentalnetwork-elpaso.com

• Rental Properties 
• Relocation Services
• Property Management

Odelay: Beck’s opus still crazy-
good after all these years
DUSTIN PERRY
Editor

Before I bought Odelay – Beck’s
landmark 1996 opus and unquestion-
ably my favorite album of all time –
my music tastes were, to say the least,
quite unremarkable. Only after pop-
ping the disc in my CD player and lis-
tening to all 13 glorious tracks did I
realize there was more music out there
than just Top 40 radio and disposable,
homogenized pop.

In the dozen years since its release, I
have played and replayed Odelay
enough that it is practically a part of
my DNA. I can recite every lyric. It is
my go-to album when I can’t decide
what to listen to in my car. There will
never be another one like it. It was the
perfect collection of music for its time
and place.

Mind you, these are just the biased
opinions of one man, but not many can
deny the impact Odelay had on the
musical landscape – both then and
now. The new two-disc, deluxe reissue
of the album serves as a great reminder
of how much the late 90s sound was
influenced by a funky white boy who
slapped together collages of sound and
transcended genres as much as he rein-
vented them. It also provides an intro-

duction to the younger listeners of
today who may not even know who
Beck is.

The first disc encompasses the orig-
inal album in its entirety, beginning
with the classic opening guitar riff of
“Devils Haircut” and ending with the
folksy slumber of “Ramshackle.” In
between are singles like “The New
Pollution,” Jack-Ass” and the insanely
catchy “Where it’s At.” As I said
before, enough listens to the lesser-
known tracks in between will bring just
as much pleasure as the hits. Three
bonus cuts are included at the end of
disc one: “Deadweight,” previously
available only on the soundtrack to A
Life Less Ordinary, and “Inferno” and
“Gold Chains,” which were previously
unreleased from the original Odelay
sessions.

“Deadweight” could be considered
the precursor to the Brazilian sound
Beck toyed around and finally let loose
with on follow-up album Mutations.
“Inferno” is an experimental track full
of distorted, loud vocals and a driving
guitar beat. The deliriously funny
“Gold Chains” sports some of Beck’s
best early non sequiturs and free-asso-
ciated, rap-delivery goofiness. There
are veterans in the hip-hop business

who would have given their right arm
for the beats Beck was coming up with
in those days.

The first disc, along with the tacked-
on bonus material, is reason enough to
buy Odelay Deluxe (Odeluxe?), but
don’t forget about the second disc.
There are some fantastic remixes of
“Where it’s At” and “Devils Haircut,”
along with 13 B-sides that range from
the bouncy “Electric Music and the
Summer People” to the fuzzed-out

rock of “Lemonade,” “.000.000,” and
“Brother.” A personal favorite of mine
is disc-two closer “Burro,” a mariachi
version of “Jack-Ass” sung in gorgeous
Spanish by the man himself.

I could ramble on about the genius
of this album for about 300 more para-
graphs if you let me, but instead I’ll
just give Odelay my full-fledged stamp
of approval and recommend you give it
a listen if you don’t already love it, too.

5860 N. Mesa 833-1415 • 1320 N. Zaragosa 859-5776
“I want to be your Cupid...”

Your Choice
$7900

HOME BASED BUSINESS 
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The Wellness Industry

Is Looking for New Members To Help You!!

Build a Home Based Business
With a Great Product

Do Not Procrastinate, Take Your Future 
by the Horns and Make It Happen!

Visit: www.vemmabuilder.com/415042905
Jose - 592-8950



Claiming your child
on your tax return
CAPT. DANIEL R. CRUMBY
Legal Assistance Attorney

Question: I pay child support every
month, but I never get to claim my
child on my tax return. Is this right?
Is this fair? How can I correct this?

The fact that you pay child support
does not automatically entitle you to
claim your child as an exemption on
your tax return. Your right to claim your
child depends on your individual situa-
tion.

Claiming a child on your tax return as
an exemption reduces your taxable
income and saves you money. The
exemption for this tax year is $3,400.
You may be able to claim other tax ben-
efits from your dependents.

If you were never married to your
child’s other parent, the custodial parent
is generally entitled to the exemption.
Even if your son or daughter was born
out of wedlock, you still may claim the
child as an exemption on your tax
return, if the child lived with you for
more than half the year and you paid
more than half of his or her support.
Your child must be a U.S. citizen or a
U.S. national. You should ensure, at the
very least, that your name is on the birth
certificate, in case a question arises as to
whether you are the parent.

Normally, a court that sets child sup-
port through a state agency will not
address who may claim the child for tax
exemptions. You should ask the court to
do so, if you are called to court for child
support. If not, you may have to file a
separate action in court to obtain a court
order granting you the tax exemption.

If you are married to the child’s other
parent and you have separated pending a
possible divorce, the custodial parent is
generally entitled to the exemption. The
IRS will look to who had the child for
the greater part of the year and they
count the number of days spent in each
parent’s custody. Understand that, if the
parent who has the child the majority of
the time will nonetheless agree to waive
their right to claim the child, then the
other parent may claim the child as an
exemption.

If you are divorced, the divorce
decree should spell out who may claim
the child as a tax exemption. When both
parents work, it is typical for the parent
to rotate who may claim the child for tax
purposes each year. If the divorce decree
is silent on the subject, the IRS will
again assume that the person who has
custody of the child may claim the child
as the exemption. Keep in mind that
some divorce decrees make your right to
claim the child as an exemption contin-
gent on being current with child support.
Make sure your divorce decree address-
es this issue.

Question: The divorce decree says I
am entitled to claim my child for tax
purposes, but my former spouse
stepped in and wrongfully claimed
the exemption, before I could file my
tax return. What do I do?

Normally, the custodial parent should
sign and give to the non-custodial parent
the IRS Form 8332. This form acknowl-
edges that the custodial parent waives
their right to claim the child on their tax
return for certain years. 

If the custodial parent refuses to sign
the IRS Form 8223 and disobeys the
divorce decree and takes the exemption,
you have several options. First, you can
always initiate court proceedings
against the parent and have them held in
contempt. Assuming this was the issue
addressed in the divorce decree, they
may be required to repay the money you
lost and to reimburse you for attorney
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FREE Shuttle to 
Pick You Up.
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Saturn of El Paso
7750 Gateway East

(915) 591-1900
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02 Saturn SL-1
AUTO, AC, CD, PL, 36 MPG!

O.A.C. 60 MOS. @ 10%APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$249
A MONTH

02 Infiniti I-35
AUTO, V6, 6 CD, SUNROOF, LEATHER, 17” ALLOYS

O.A.C. 60 MOS. @ 7.95% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$255
A MONTH

06 Mazda 6 Sedan
AUTO, AC, CD, 4 CYL!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.25% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$186
A MONTH

05 Dodge Neon SXT
AUTO, AC, CD, ALLOYS, PW, PL, ALARM!

O.A.C. 60 MOS. @ 7.95% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$358
A MONTH

06 Mercury Mountaineer
7 PASSENGER, LEATHER AC, RUNNING BRDS, CD, V-8!
O.A.C. 72 MOS. @ 6.25% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$316
A MONTH

4x4
06 Jeep Grd Cherokee Laredo

AUTO, AC, 4X4, CD, PW, PL, ALARM!
O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.25%APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$368
A MONTH

07 Chrysler 300
AUTO, AC, CD, PW, PM, V6. ALARM!

O.A.C. 72 MOS. @ 6.25% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$314
A MONTH

06 Honda Accord
AUTO, AC, CD, CC, SR, PW, PL!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.25% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$245
A MONTH

03 Ford Escape XLT 4x4
AUTO, V6, SUNROOF, LTHR, ALLOYS!
O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.5% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$198
A MONTH

06 Ford Focus ZX4-S
AUTO, AC, CD, 32 MPG!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 7%APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$248
A MONTH

06 Mazda 3 Sedan
AUTO., AC, CD, TINT, 34 MPG!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.5% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$248
A MONTH

31MPG

06 Chevy Impala LS
AUTO., AC, PW, PL, PM, ALARM!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.5% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$272
A MONTH

07 Chrysler Sebring Touring
AUTO, ALLOYS, CD, PW, PL!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.25% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$197
A MONTH

03 Saturn L300
SUNROOF, AC, CD, AUTO, V6, PW, PL, ALARM!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.7% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$262
A MONTH

07 Chevy HHR LS
17” ALLOYS, AUTO, CD, PW, PL, ALARM!
O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 5.99% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

$272
A MONTH

07 Pontiac G6 SE 1
AUTO, V-6, PW, PL, ALLOYS!

O.A.C. 66 MOS. @ 6.5% APR WITH 10% DOWN+TT&L

Every 2008 Saturn comes with OnStar® one-year Safe & Sound Plan7 and 100,000-mile/5-year Powertrain Limited Warranty8
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$1,000 Loyalty Purchase Cash3

OUTLOOK™ XE 
$500 Cash Back2

$1,000 Loyalty Purchase Cash3

$500 Conquest Purchase Cash6

ASTRA® XE 5-Door 
starting at $15,9955



fees and court costs.
Initiating court proceedings is often

too expensive and time-consuming. If
you are entitled to claim the child on
your tax return, simply include a certi-
fied copy of your divorce decree and
mail your tax return to the IRS, along
with a cover letter. The IRS will review
the decree. If you are entitled to the
exemption, the IRS will let you claim it
and they will send a bill to your former
spouse for the money he or she wrong-
fully obtained. Your best option may be
to file your taxes as quickly as possible.
Generally, the IRS will honor the filer
who files first, absent evidence of fraud
or error. If your ex-spouse has done this

to you in the past, you should electroni-
cally file your return. The first to claim
the child will be able to do so without
rejection from the IRS.

The Fort Bliss Tax Center electroni-
cally files taxes for free. W-2’s for the
Army are available at https://mypay.
dfas.mil/. The TC saves servicemem-
bers tax preparation fees and helps ser-
vicemembers collect refunds. Last year,
the TC saved the Fort Bliss community
more than $339,664 in tax preparation
fees. 

The Fort Bliss Tax Center is located
at Bldg. 50 on Slater Road, two build-
ings down from Fire Station No. 1. The
Tax Center is taking appointments and
walk-ins. To schedule an appointment,
call 568-4999.
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Your Armed Services
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Meeting Rooms • Children’s Play Area

OPEN TO 
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Junior Enlisted Family Center
Located on Ft. Bliss - Bldg. 51

4 Star Child Development Center
Before & After School Drop Off 

& Pick Up At Area Schools
Open Monday-Friday 5am-6:30pm

Certified Staff

Lodging Right on Fort Bliss

Windy season has
descended onto El Paso
MANUEL CARO
Senior Claims Examiner 

Blustery, high winds are here early,
affecting the El Paso and Fort Bliss
communities. It is not uncommon for
the wind to blow very hard, sometimes
reaching extremely high velocities.
Each year, high winds in excess of 50
miles per hour pound the surrounding
areas. The wind and debris often cause
damage to property.

High winds can cause power outages,
damage to vehicles and damage to other
personal property. Servicemembers
sometimes sustain such damage. The
Personnel Claims Act, a gratuitous pay-
ment statute that provides for payment
to proper claimants for loss, damage or
destruction of personal property, gov-
erns the adjudication of claims brought
for compensation for these losses. The
success or failure of a claim brought
under the PCA depends upon whether or
not an “unusual occurrence” caused the
loss or damage. Wind damage does not
qualify as an “unusual occurrence”
unless the damage caused is unusually
severe (i.e. windows blown out).

Claims regulations state damage
resulting from power fluctuations are
not normally considered unusual, so
claims for such damages are usually not
compensable. The damage may be com-
pensable, however, only if the power
company records or if similar evidence
shows a particular residence or group of
residences were subject to extraordinar-
ily intense power surges. Since only
damages resulting from unusual occur-
rences are compensable, Soldiers and
dependents should take measures to
protect valuable home appliances and
other equipment. A surge protector is a
relatively inexpensive way to protect
electronic equipment. 

The PCA considers most damage
high winds cause as gradual deteriora-
tion and not the result of an unusual
occurrence. The claims office will not
pay for paint jobs as a result of sand pit-
ting, but when there is extraordinary
damage such as cracked or broken glass
of windows and windshields directly
caused by flying debris, these instances
may be considered an unusual occur-
rence and merit compensation. 

Likewise, it is unusual for winds to
blow down a large tree or a significant
portion of a tree. Claims for this type of
damage may also be compensable.

If high winds cause power to fluctu-
ate, debris to fall or flying debris to
damage your vehicle or other personal
property, you may be able to recover for
the damage by filing a claim under the
PCA.

Who is a proper claimant? Army
claims offices are authorized to com-
pensate:

• Soldiers on active duty
• Members of the Army Reserve or

the Army National Guard engaged in
active service or inactive duty training

• Civilian employees of the Army or
the ARNG while at their assigned
employment

• DoD civilian employees who are
not employees of the Air Force, Navy or
Marine Corps

Taking the following actions will
improve the success of your claim:

Immediately notify the Military
Police when damage is discovered and
have them complete a FB Form 1303.
The MPs will verify your damages. Do
not move your vehicle until they arrive.
Inspect your vehicle and list all dam-
ages the high winds caused on FB Form
1303. It is the claimant’s responsibility
to show by clear and convincing evi-
dence the wind damage occurred while
the vehicle was on a military installa-
tion. If you reside off post, you must
provide this office with a statement
from a disinterested person who had
direct knowledge your vehicle was on a
military installation when the high
winds damaged your vehicle. After
complying with the above requirements,
you need to report to the claims office at
Bldg. 113, 2nd floor, to obtain a wind
claims packet. A claims examiner will
inspect your vehicle and take damage
photos.

Claimants whose insurance policies
cover all or part of their loss must pro-
vide a copy of their insurance policy to
the claims office with their claim. Such
claimants must file and settle claims
with their insurers before settling a
claim with the government. 

Comprehensive vehicle policies will
cover most loss and damage cognizable
under the PCA. Local laws require lia-
bility coverage, and failure to maintain
such coverage is normally a basis for
denial of an individual’s claim.
Additionally, a damaged vehicle must
be registered on post in order for a claim
to be successful. The PCA does not pro-
vide for the payment of insurance pre-
miums or the deductible amount of an
insurance policy.

A claimant who refuses to provide a
copy of their insurance policy, submit a
demand on the insurer or take other
action necessary to present a demand on
the insurer, will have their claim denied,
absent good cause. In the absence of
clear evidence to the contrary, the
claims office may assume the claimant’s
insurer will fully compensate the
claimant and may deny the claim on this
basis. 

For more information, contact the
Fort Bliss Claims Division at 568-6751
or 568-5197.
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MANUEL CARO
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, Claims Division

Article 139 of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice was created to provide
an administrative means for a victim to
assert monetary claims directly against
a Soldier who has wrongfully taken or
willfully damaged the victim’s property.
Any individual (civilian or servicemem-
ber), business entity, government (state,
territorial or local) or nonprofit organi-
zation may file such a claim. Certain
requirements must be met before a
claim filed under Article 139 is com-
pensable.

Article 139 of the UCMJ allows
commanders to investigate victims’
claims filed that a Soldier wrongfully
took or willfully destroyed their proper-
ty. If substantiated, commanders may

then direct finance to pay the victim
directly from the wrongdoer’s pay.

Valid claims under Article 139 only
include property “willfully damaged” or
“wrongfully taken.” Willfully damaged
includes damage inflicted intentionally,
knowingly, purposefully or without jus-
tifiable excuse.

Valid claims under Article 139 also
include damage caused by riotous, vio-
lent or disorderly acts, acts of depreda-
tion or acts showing a reckless or wan-
ton disregard for the property rights of
others. Article 139 does not include
damage caused inadvertently or
thoughtlessly through simple or gross
negligence. Property “wrongfully
taken” includes any unauthorized taking
or withholding of property with the
intent to deprive, temporarily or perma-

nently, the owner or person lawfully in
possession of the property. It includes
property taken through larceny, forgery,
embezzlement, misappropriation, fraud
or similar conduct. A claim that a
Soldier issued a worthless check and
received property in return is cognizable
if evidence establishes intent to defraud.
Such intent may be inferred when the
Soldier fails to make good on a bad
check within five working days after
receiving notice of insufficient funds. A
claim that a Soldier stole a check or
credit card and used it to obtain items of
value is also cognizable.

Theft of services is not cognizable
under Article 139. For example, a
claimant who performed labor for a
Soldier, who, in turn, fraudulently refus-
es to pay the amount of agreed upon

compensation, cannot recover.
Similarly, a claimant cannot recover
under this article from a Soldier who
obtained and used the personal identifi-
cation number of the claimant’s phone
card to obtain unauthorized phone serv-
ice.

Article 139 claims do not include
breaches of fiduciary or contractual
relationships. Breach of contract does
not meet the requirement for filing
under Article 139. For example, if a
Soldier does not pay his or her bills, a
civilian business cannot file an Article
139 claim. Article 139 is not a mecha-
nism for the collection of debts, and the
Army has no interest in mediating busi-
ness disputes under the guise of pre-
venting theft.

The following are the procedures
involved with the Article 139 claims:

1. A claimant must file within 90
days of the incident that gave rise to the
claim unless the special court martial
convening authority acting on the claim
determines there is good cause for
delay. Good cause generally includes
being unaware of Article 139 or the
identity of the offender(s).

2. The SPCMA is the approval
authority who appoints an investigating
officer. The IO conducts an investiga-
tion and reports findings and recom-
mendations.

3. The Office of the Staff Judge
Advocate reviews the investigator’s
report for legal sufficiency.

4. The approval authority approves
or disapproves the claim.

5. The wrongdoers will receive
notice of the decision and have an
opportunity to appeal.

6. If finally approved, the claimant
will receive compensation directly from
the wrongdoer’s pay.

For more claim information, contact
Manny Caro at 568-4369.
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FEBRUARY SPECIALS

MARCH SPECIALS

• Face & Body
Skin Care Lines

• Nails, Cuticle &
Callous Products

• Hair Care Products

Full Body Massage & 
Pedicure (Reg. $65) ..........$60
Pedicure, Facial & Full
Body Massage (Reg. $90) ...$80
Manicure, Pedicure, Facial,
Body Wrap & Full Body
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• Mineral Makeup
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WBAMC staff judge elementary school science fair 
JULIA YUBETA
WBAMC Public Affairs

Seven staff members from William
Beaumont Army Medical Center
served as bilingual judges at a science
fair held Jan. 30 at Deanna Davenport
Elementary School in Canutillo
Independent School District. 

Virginia Fiske, gifted and advanced
academics teacher at Deanna
Davenport, coordinated the event.
Seeking bilingual judges, she request-
ed Partners in Education assistance
from the School Liaison Office at
Child and Youth Services here. 

“Although this school does not
have many military children enrolled,
we seek participation from the mili-
tary community at school events such
as this,” said Fiske. “Our children
enjoy interacting with the Soldiers and
civilians from Fort Bliss, and they
serve as excellent role models.” 

The science fair was open to chil-
dren in kindergarten through fifth
grades. Participation was voluntary,
with the exception of the fifth graders,
who were required to submit a science
project to prepare them for higher-
level science classes. The children
were required to use the scientific
method for their project. This method
consists of six steps: question,
research, hypothesis, experiment,
results and conclusion. The categories
available to the students for their proj-

ect were life science, engineering,
earth science, chemistry and physical
science.

Entering the cafeteria, the judges
saw rows and rows of colorful poster
boards set up on the long tables. More
than 120 science projects were ready
to be judged. The judges were paired
up and asked to rate the projects on a
prepared scale. The students were able
to present their projects in either
Spanish or English. 

“We want to encourage our stu-
dents’ interest in the field of science,”
said Jose Najera, second-grade
teacher. “Some of the projects will be
a demonstration, but by the fifth grade
we want our students to be able to
conduct a scientific experiment.”

Vanessa Hernandez, a fifth-grader,
has participated in the science fair for
several years. 

“My interest in science is because I
am always wondering what makes
things happen, and this makes me
curious about a lot of stuff,” she said. 

“I came up with the idea for my sci-
ence project while watching my mom
stir her coffee to dissolve the sugar,”
added Jennifer Ramirez, fifth grader.
“My science project studied dissolv-
ing sugar granules in different forms.
To help us prepare, our class went on
a field trip to the Northwest Center
campus of El Paso Community
College, to learn more about doing

science projects.”
“I am impressed with the quality of

these projects,” said Miguel Alvarado,
industrial hygienist, Preventive
Medicine, one of the volunteer judges.
“These students have great ideas,

ideas that sparked their curiosity. They
were able to express their project so
that I can understand it and in a man-
ner that demonstrated their under-
standing.”

CAPT. TAMARA GONZALES
11th ADA Bde. Public Affairs

LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE, Texas – With
the common goal of gaining perfect vision, Soldiers
here headed to San Antonio last week for refractive
eye surgery.

“It is a life-changing event,” said Staff Sgt. David
Tague, 11th Air Defense Artillery Brigade medic
and noncommissioned officer in charge of the Fort
Bliss refractive eye surgery program. “No longer do
you have to wear glasses during (physical training),
weapons qualification or any other military or civil-
ian event.” 

Early Jan. 28, Soldiers filed onto vans and were
taken to Lackland’s Joint Warfighter Refractive
Surgery Clinic where they were told to use lubricat-

ing eye drops as they waited for their pre-operation
examinations. 

“I look forward to being able to wear regular sun-
glasses (instead of) wearing optical inserts (or) hav-
ing to stumble around in the morning looking for my
glasses when they fall off the night stand,” said
Capt. Myron Rone, commander of B Battery, 5th
Battalion, 52nd Air and Missile Defense.

Upon qualification, Soldiers returned to the clin-
ic the following day to undergo the surgery. Prior to
that, they received briefs on the surgical procedure,
side effects and post-operative treatments.

“Nothing is more gratifying than to help someone
improve their quality of life,” said Kathy Dinan,
clinic manager. “Not having Soldiers rely on con-
tacts or glasses makes them a better warfighter.”

The goal of refractive surgery is to flatten the
cornea, resulting in corrected vision. The two most
common types of surgery are Photorefractive
Keratectomy and Laser-Assisted in situ
Keratomileusis. During PRK a laser beam enters the
front of the eye to either flatten the front of the
cornea for nearsighted patients or steepen it for
those who are farsighted. PRK is also used to correct
astigmatism. 

LASIK makes the same corrections as PRK;
however, it does not use a laser to treat the cornea’s
surface. Instead, a circular flap of corneal tissue is
removed, the correction made and the flap replaced.

For Soldiers who do not qualify for LASIK or
PRK, a third option exists in the Implantable
Collamer Lens. During ICL, a corrective lens is
inserted behind the cornea. Soldiers wanting to
undergo ICL require a special appointment at a later
time. 

“The most important thing is for Soldiers to do
their own research to educate themselves on what
their options are,” said Dinan.

Following surgery, the Soldiers remained at
Lackland for the next day’s follow-up appointments.
They returned to Fort Bliss Thursday and remained
on convalescent leave until Tuesday. They return to

work Wednesday following a post-operation exam. 
Soldiers wanting to undergo this surgery are

required to start an optometry pre-operation exam
here or at William Beaumont Army Medical Center
30 days prior to heading for Lackland. They also
need to stop wearing contacts 30 days prior to the
exam.

Soldiers interested in the procedure should pick
up a refractive surgery packet from Tague at the
Soldier Family Medical Clinic or call 568-1866.

JULIA YUBETA

Daisy Torres, a fourth-grader at Deanna Davenport Elementary School,
explains her life science project, “Banana Gas,” to judges Sgt. 1st. Class
Tulula Barber, an Equal Opportunity representative at William Beaumont
Army Medical Center, and Hilda Guzman, a teacher’s aide.

Spc. Letitia House puts drops in the eyes of Spc.
Josh Buck, while waiting for the pre-operative
exam.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Maj. Matthew McCauley, Brook Army Medical
Center ophthalmologist, performs Photorefrac-
tive Keratectomy surgery on Sgt. Maj. Osvaldo
Del Hoyo.
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ProConsultants
Tax Centers

www.pctaxpreparation.com
24-48 Hr. Refunds • Itemized Military Deductions • Remote Tax Preparation

ProConsultants
6070 Gateway East Suite 103
El Paso, TX 79905
Office: (915) 850-0577
Fax: (915) 850-0580

E-Tax Solutions
5151D Fairbanks

El Paso, TX 79924
Office: (915) 759-0437

Fax: (915) 759-9901

Fast,
Friendly &
Professional

Get Your
Biggest 

Tax Refund!

January - April
Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

May - December
Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

9501 MONTANA 778-8888
Visit us at our Web Site www.barnettautosales.com

Featured Cars at Montana Location
All Prices Plus Tax, Title & License

‘01 Ford Focus

Stk#3996A

$5,995
96 Suburban

4x4

Stk#3917
‘02 Chevy 2500

$14,995

STK#3944R

‘02 Ford F-150
$12,995

‘00 Ford F-150

$7,995

‘03 Grand Am

$8,995

‘07 Aveo
Stk#3906

$11,995

‘02 Alero
Stk#3507

$9,995

$7,995
STK#A1975R

‘85 Chevy Suburban 4x4
Stk#4012A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,495
‘98 Nissan Frontier
Stk#A-1804  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,295
‘00 Honda Civic  . . . . . . . . . .$7,995
‘01 Toyota
Stk#3114 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995
‘01 Ford Focus Wagon . . . . .$9,995
‘0Kia Spectra
Stk#3886  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995
‘07 Aveo
Stk#3906  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995

‘98 VW
$6,995

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S

DAYDAY



Complimentary Transportation To & From Procedure
5312 Rio Bravo Ste 4 • Santa Teresa, NM 88008
(505) 589-0020 • 1-888-5SW-LIPO
Easy to Find, Off Mesa Exit www.swliposculpture.com

$50 OFF BOTOX!
Do something for you!!
Hurry, space is limited.

Minimum 25 units

Must Bring In This Coupon

Liposculpture 20% OFF!
Military Discount

Remove up to a liter of fat in about 2 hours with only local numbing. Awake
during procedure, no general anesthesia. Walk in & out. Be Back at Work
within a couple of days!! Give yourself the gift of permanent fat removal.

Must Bring In This Coupon

Liposculpture &
Cosmetic Laser Center

New York Trained Physician

*Easy Financing thru Care Credit*
*Some restrictions apply

Affordable Prices

Upper and Lower Abdomen

$11800

Military women’s health care, spouse employment gaining attention
JOHN J. KRUZEL
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON – With help from a
Defense Department committee, issues
concerning military women’s health
care and spouse employment are gain-
ing more attention from policy makers
and commanders in the 85 percent male
U.S. forces. 

Armed with a $500,000 budget, the
Defense Advisory Committee on
Women in the Services held focus
group sessions in 2007 with female
troops of varying rank and combat
experience at 10 military bases. In an
annual report released Jan. 30, the
women’s committee depicted a U.S.
military dealing with gender-specific
concerns. 

In an interview Thursday, Mary
Nelson, the chairwoman of DACOW-
ITS, said she was surprised to discover
the level of appreciation female service-
members expressed after participating
in DACOWITS focus groups.

“We tell them the secretary of
defense has sent us out here to hear
your issues,” Nelson said. “And I think
that means a lot to them that somebody
wants to hear what their concerns are,
and wants to be sure that their treated
fairly and that they’re getting a fair
chance.” 

Based on feedback from last year’s

round of focus groups, DACOWITS
has recommended military medical
screenings be retooled to include Pap
smears and other women-specific
assessments. The group advocates cre-
ating pre- and post-deployment medical
screening questionnaires designed with
females in mind. 

For deployed female servicemem-
bers, the most common health risk is
urinary tract infection, Nelson said.
Though both men and women can con-
tract UTI, physiological differences
make women much more vulnerable to
UTIs than men. 

“They’re out on these 10-hour con-
voys where there is nowhere for
(women) to urinate,” said Mary Nelson,
the chairwoman of DACOWITS.
“They can’t stop the convoy and get
out.” 

On other feminine health issues,
Nelson said that while some problems
that arise in the field likely are unavoid-
able, others could be mitigated or
avoided entirely by educating women
before deploying. “There are some
things that can be addressed, and one of
them is the kind of clothing they should
wear,” she said.

During pre-deployment prepara-
tions, many female servicemembers
also aren’t informed certain types of
birth control are ill-suited for conditions

in theater, Nelson said. 
“If you take the (birth control) patch,

and you’re sweating all day, it’s not
going to stay on,” she said. “There’s
one form of birth control that needs to
be refrigerated. Well, they don’t have
the facilities.” 

To educate female troops on such
issues, the committee is recommending
an instructional manual geared towards
female servicemembers the Army pub-
lishes be disseminated more widely.
DACOWITS also suggests establishing
support outlets that connect females
returning from deployments, allowing
them to unburden themselves emotion-
ally with other women. 

DACOWITS, started in 1951 by
Defense Secretary George C. Marshall
as a committee tasked with recruiting
women for military service, has
expanded its scope over the years. The
committee now provides advice and
recommendations on improving
women’s experience in the armed
forces. 

In 2002, the committee’s purview
extended to include family issues relat-
ed to recruitment and retention. This
year’s report advocates initiatives to
enhance the satisfaction of military
spouses – the majority of whom are
women – which DACOWITS consid-
ers “a retention issue not to be ignored.” 

A 2006 survey revealed 77 percent
of spouses want to work, although near-
ly 48 percent were not employed at the
time of the survey, according to infor-
mation published by DACOWITS.
Moreover, 73 percent of DACOWITS
focus group participants said they were
trained for a specific career and more
than half of these said they are current-
ly working in the career for which they
are trained. 

A wide range of programs and sup-
port systems are in place for spouses
desiring employment, but these are
often hidden and unknown to the unini-
tiated, DACOWITS said. Broader dis-
semination of information, therefore, is
essential to maintaining the satisfaction
of servicemember spouses. 

Nelson said soon after arriving at a
military base, families are invited to ini-
tial briefings that could include infor-
mation of interest to military spouses,
including employment. 

“We ought to get our spouses to
come, so we suggested that the military
units send out invitations specifically to
spouses, and that in that initial briefing
they talk about employment opportuni-
ties,” she said. “Now we’re not sug-
gesting that they have to tell them
everything that’s possible, but at least
point them in the (right) direction.”
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You Are Not Alone...WE CARE and WE CAN HELP

All our services
are FREE and

CONFIDENTIAL
• FREE pregnancy test
• Abortion risk and

injury information
• Baby clothes and

diapers – call for
guidelines and times

• Referrals – and
much more

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

W W W . P R E G N A N C Y H C E P . O R G
591-1343

CALL 24 HOURS 2301 NORTH LEE TREVINO
(One Block North of Hanks High School)

Open Mon. from 4-8 PM
Tues., Thurs., Fri. from 9-5 P.M.

4700 LEEDS AVE
(Near the Ft. Bliss Pershing Gate)

Open Thurs.
from 10-2 Only



Warren Inn
4748 N. Mesa
(915) 544-4494

Studio, 1 and 2 
bedroom apartments

Furnished
4 Swimming pools

Barbecue grills
Tennis court

Free basic cable
24 hour emergency 

maintenance
Laundry facilities

Pet friendly

Vista Sol
5111 N. Mesa
(915) 581-1924

Studio and 
1 bedroom apartments
Furnished/Unfurnished
2 Swimming pools
Barbecue grills
Free basic cable
24 hour emergency 
maintenance
Laundry facilities
Pet friendly

Ask about our specials! Credit cards welcome
www.warrenproperties.com

Warren Properties
Apartments

Se habla Español.

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT FOR MILITARY

Starting at
$351
Monthly

Starting at
$356
MonthlyAT FORT BLISS

4011 Alabama Street  -  El Paso, TX  79930 
www.LiveAtIndependence.com 

FortBliss@PlaceProperties.com

BRAND NEW LUXURY HOUSING

All Inclusive
Fully Furnished

Individual Leases
Clubhouse

Civilians Welcome!

Opening 2008
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BUTTERFIELD TRAIL
APARTMENTS

• Huge 1, 2, 3 Bedroom Apartments 
• Lovely 2 Bedroom Townhouses
• Gorgeous Mountain View 
• 24 Hour Maintenance • Free Basic Cable
• Multiple Baths • Caring On-Site Staff 
• Patios and Porches
• Swimming Pool • Club House 
• Cathedral Ceilings

(915) 821-8282 • 10330 Gateway North
www.apartments.com/butterfieldtrail • e-mail: butterfieldtrailapts@elp.rr.com

MINUTES FROM:
• Fort Bliss • McGregor 
• Biggs Field • White Sands
• Cohen Sports Center 
• Painted Dunes Golf
• Wilderness Park Museum
• Community College
• Excellent Schools 

Nearby

u Beautiful Scenic Views
u 2 Swimming Pools
u 3 Large Laundry Facilities
u 7 Spacious Floorplans
u Clubhouse

u Self-Cleaning Ovens
u Loft Apartments Available
u Professional Staff
u Ceiling Fans
u Fireplace

Welcome 
Home 4-1CAV!
We’re Proud 

of You!

Mention 
This Ad & Pay
No Application

Fee

299 King’s Point 
El Paso, TX 79912
(915) 533-1171

Fax (915) 544-1048
email: kingshill@aol.com

BUYING?BUYING?
SELLING?SELLING?

The name’s the same...
Pamela Thompson, realtor

I love helping military buyers.
Relocation? No problem...
I can market your El Paso
home for its best possible price.
I will find you a fantastic agent
in any of the 50 states.

Associates
10940 Ben Crenshaw Dr.
(915) 309-2506 cell
(915) 594-3034 office
pamelathompsonrealtor@hotmail.com

PAMELA THOMPSON

Associates

Team Lozano

We Sell
El Paso!

We’re your
Realtors

We’re your
Edge!

Certified ABR,
CRS!

For our
Westside
friends –

1071 Country
Club Rd., Ste. E
El Paso, TX
79932

Robert Lozano
Realtor®

915.355.9898
Team up with
Experience

First- let us get
you qualified

Next- we will
help you find the
right home for
you!

Finally- help you
move into your
new home with
all the security
you are expect-
ing for a
Realtor®

It’s that easy,
give us a call.

Rosa Lozano
Realtor®

915.449-7954
Central/Ft. Bliss

Location
1201 Airway Blvd.
El Paso, TX 79925

homes@TeamLozano.biz

Check out The Monitor online at

fbmonitor.com
for weekly articles, blog, important Bliss and El Paso links,

detailed area maps and Sun City Soldier videos. 

You can even upload your favorite photos 
to share with friends around the world.

     



REDUCED
DEPOSIT
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7401 Phoenix Avenue

595-5487

• Access gated community
• 1, 2, & 3 bedrooms
• Full size washer/dryer connection
• Sparkling swimming pool and wading pool
• Playgrounds

MILITARY
DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE

RATES FROM
$475-$680

• Basketball courts
• Fitness Center
• Barbeque grills
• Two laundry centers

The Phoenix is
convenient to
shopping, with
Cielo Vista Mall

just minutes away.

Easy access to
I-10 provides quick
travel to Fort Bliss,

restaurants and area
attractions

200 N. Mesa Hills Dr. 
El Paso, TX 79912

833-1104

One Bedroom/One Bath
491 Sq. Ft.
$410

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
• Fireplace (in select units)
• Ceiling Fan • Breakfast Bar
• Large Walk-In Closet
• Extra Outdoor Storage
• Swimming Pool with Sundeck
• Three Clothes Care Centers
• Fitness Center Available

Call about our

MILITARY
DISCOUNTS!

RATES
STARTING AT

$410

Two Bedroom/Two Bath
920 Sq. Ft.
$585

One Bedroom/One Bath
656 Sq. Ft.
$479

One Bedroom/One Bath
551 Sq. Ft.
$449

Baby steps: Tricare Prime
for your new family addition
NICOLE KING
TriWest Healthcare Alliance

PHOENIX – There are only a few
steps you have to take to ensure contin-
uous Tricare Prime coverage for your
new eligible child, whether newborn or
adopted. If your child loses or changes
coverage, you may receive unexpected
bills or be responsible for paying some
fees out of pocket.

New parents have 60 days from the
date of birth or adoption to register their
eligible child in the Defense Enrollment
Eligibility Reporting System and enroll
their child into Tricare Prime. On the
61st day, a child not enrolled in Prime
will automatically be covered by Tricare
Standard.

You can still enroll you child in
Prime, but if a completed application for
Prime enrollment is received by TriWest
on or before the 20th of the month, your
Prime coverage is not effective until the
first of the next month. If TriWest
receives the application after the 20th of
the month, your coverage will be effec-
tive on the first of the month after next.

By taking a couple of baby steps
within the first 60 days, you can keep
your child’s Prime coverage continuous: 

DEERS
The first step is to add the child into

DEERS. This must be done at a military
ID card-issuing site. You may contact
DEERS (800) 538-9552 to obtain the
location of the ID site nearest to you. 

An Application for Uniformed
Services Identification Card and
DEERS Enrollment Form, DD Form
1172, must be signed at the DEERS site
by the sponsor. Additional documenta-
tion, such as a birth certificate, is also
required. For more specific information,
please contact DEERS.

Tricare Prime enrollment
Once your child is registered and eli-

gible in DEERS, you can enroll them in
Prime. Go to www.triwest.com and
click on “Enrollment” for more infor-
mation.

To enroll your child by mail, you may
download a Tricare Prime Enrollment
Application and PCM Change Form,
DD Form 2876, and mail the form to
TriWest Healthcare Alliance, P.O. Box
41520, Phoenix, AZ 85080-1520

You will need to identify your first
and second preference for a primary
care manager, since the final assignment
is dependent upon provider availability
and your local military treatment facili-
ty’s policy. If you do not indicate your
preference, a primary care manager will
be assigned to you.

If you are an active-duty family
member and would like your child to
receive medical care from an MTF, you
should contact your local Tricare
Service Center before submitting your
enrollment application for the names of
available providers.
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EL PASO LIVING

STOP THROWING YOUR
MONEY AWAY ON RENT!

A home is the smartest investment you’ll ever make. With
over 20 years’ experience, Vision Realty can help you find the
perfect home to fit your style and budget. We’ve got homes
available in a variety of sizes, styles, locations and price
points. Easy financing and 100% financing available.

Call us today!
Vision Realty (915) 630-8267
Adrian Castaneda

ASK FOR YOUR MILITARY DISCOUNT!

6513 N. MESA • 581-1527

Authorized Dealer

FLOORING & WINDOW TREATMENTS
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NO INTEREST
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NEW & MODERN LIVING! • No application fee for 
all military

• Limited acess gates
• Fitness center
• Resident business center
• Garden tubs
• Crown molding
• Washer/dryer connections
• Covered parking
• 1 Month Free *2 Bedroom
• Active Duty Military/Gov.

Employees Receive
Monthly Savings

200 South Belvedere
587-4400

www.legendsofelpaso.com

$250 OFF First Month’s Rent 
To Military




